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Pseudo Rubbers.
The raw rubbers which have been mentioned, as well as
several more which have not been specifically referred to,
by no means comprise all the crude material which the
tropical forest supplies to the rubber trade. There are
several substances which, for want of a better term, are
known as " pseudo rubbers," which come into the market
in greater or less quantities. Some of them resemble
rubber, some gutta-percha, while others are practically
all resin. There is little doubt that in parts of Africa
the natives mix resinous latices of this class with the
rubber so as to increase the bulk. Looking at the various
pseudo rubbers which have appeared in the market so far,
the chief point about them is their slight value compared
with sound rubber. They are referred to as low grade
rubbers, but as they consist for the most part of resins, it
would be more correct to term them superior resins, superior
that is for riibbor-manufacturing purposes. One of these
bodies, known variously as potato rubber, almeidina or
euphorbia gum, was introduced into England more than
twenty yearn ago by a London firm of produce brokers. On
the Htrength of its supposed properties some rubber manufac-
turers bought a good deal of it at 6d. per Ib. (Fine Para being
then 2#. CW. per lb.),but had cause to repent the transaction.
The potato rubber, BO called from the form in which it is
imported, m obtained from the tuber-like roots of a tree or
shrub which has been found principally in Portuguese West
Africa, the Cameroorw and the Solomon Islands. Its coin-
IK)sitJon, roughly shaking, IB 90 resin and 10 rubber.
It will be seen, then, that its value is very small, and what